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ADVOCACY POSITION STATEMENT
Indiana Association of Area Agencies on Aging
- Individual Responsibility -
POSITION:

IAAAA encourages the Family Social Services Administration Division of Aging to hire an external consultant to help devise a cost-sharing plan per the changes in the Older Americans Act. This will help to sustain services and programs that affect seniors and individuals living with disabilities. It is our belief that anyone whose income falls below 300% of the Supplemental Security Income level should receive services at no cost.
IAAAA supports further development of wellness programs that promote personal responsibility and preventative medicine and in creating incentives for individuals to engage in healthy behaviors.

IAAAA supports educating the public on the issue of cost sharing to explain how to enable program sustainability. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Amendments to the Older Americans Act (OAA) allowed States to implement cost sharing for certain OAA services.  Many state providers allow for "cost sharing" on certain services such as supportive programs in the home, thus making these services available to more individuals. Services can be provided on a cost-sharing basis which is tied to income. 
Historically, the IAAAA has supported the following:

Indiana should develop a cost-share program on a sliding scale based on income for fees as required by the OAA. Indiana should develop policies for accounting for cost-share payments, and Indiana should develop the required written materials that explain cost sharing to recipients. 
The current Medicaid system also needs to be reviewed to explore the possibility of allowing individuals and families to share in the cost of care rather than the current all-or-nothing program approach.
ISSUES:
Individual responsibility regarding one’s own health, wealth, education, and lifestyle should be supported. None the less, the IAAAA continues to support those persons who are less fortunate and rely on the services mandated through the Older Americans Act. 
Individual responsibility regarding payment of services (cost sharing-sliding scale) in effect makes room to help others.
There is increasing need to maintain services to seniors and people with disabilities while ensuring sustainable growth within existing revenues.
CURRENT ACTION NEEDED:
Advocate for more support and funding of health and wellness programs and educational opportunities for seniors in our communities. 
Discuss with clients their ability to share out-of-pocket expense based on income, for the programs and services offered through Indiana Area Agencies on Aging. 
Help in the design and implementation of an income-based, sliding scale, and cost sharing program to help pay for services and open more program space to help all individuals in need. 
SOURCES:

Durr, Melissa, "Vision for Aging," Indiana Association of Area Agencies on Aging

http://www.senate.gov/~bennett/healthyamericans/index.cfm

http://www.oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-02-04-00290.pdf

http://www.longtermcarelink.net/eldercare/area_agencies_on_aging.htm

http://www.oregon-plan.org/DHS/aboutdhs/budget/07-09budget/ways_means/spd_wm_overview_3.doc.pdf

IAAAA routinely updates these position papers.  Please contact IAAAA at 317-818-0702 for the most up-to-date version of this document.
Date Adopted by IAAAA Board of Directors:____________________
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